
THDA 130  INTRODUCTION  TO  STAGE  TECHNOLOGY 
Fall 2017 
 

Tuesday & Thursday 10:30 – 11:45 
Lab – Wednesday 1:30 – 3:30 
 

Design Lab / Open Studio / Costume Shop / Craft Shop and Dye Room /  
Scene Shop 



�x Develop their abilities in costume, craft, wood and steel construction 
�x Learn the vocabulary which will allow them to understand, read, and work with 

technical drawings, costume renderings and patterns, and light plots 
�x Understand how to select materials for production in both economically and 

environmentally sustainable ways 
�x Acquire a working knowledge of the basic tools and trades associated with lighting, 

sound, and video work 
�x Gain basic use of various painting techniques in the scenic and costume fields 

 
Through this work, students will broaden their understanding of the processes associated with 
creating a theatrical production from page to stage. This course also meets the SCON 
requirement for graduation so we will be approaching the course with an eye toward what we 
as artisans must do to maintain the economic viability and sustainability of theatre as an art 
form alongside our responsibility to creating art in a safe and sustainable manner.    
 Class and laboratory time will be used to give students hands on work in the technical 
production of elements related specifically to the performances being executed by the college.  
Students will document their work in the course in order to be able to articulate an account of 
what they have accomplished both acting as a crew person, running a show, but also in their 
specific contribution(s) to the executed element(s) of production at the end of the course. 
 
 By the end of the course, the student will: 
 

�x Be able to know and use the basic tools associated with costume, scenery, and craft 
shops 

�x Be able to perform basic construction tasks in the areas of costume, scenic, and craft 
construction 

�x Be able to select materials for construction in costume and craft based on performance 
needs as well as economic, environmental, and safety needs 

�x Be able to hang, cable, and focus lighting instrumentation 
�x Be able to run a light board 
�x Be able to perform basic rigging and knots for theatre rigging and construction 
�x Be able to handle a variety of basic painting techniques 

 

 Due to the size and nature of our spaces and tools, the class will be broken up into 
multiple sections so that different groups of students will be working in various locations at 
different times.  For example, one grouping of students might be working in the costume 
studio, while a separate group would simultaneously be completing projects in the open 
studio, scenic studio or on the stage.  Every student will receive the same material but not 
necessarily in the same order as every other student in the class.   

We will create various projects for each section of work; for example a small 
construction assignment would be followed by a painting workshop in which the student will 
create their own work based upon the material learned in the previous class.  An important 
component of this course is the hands-on implementation of the skills learned in class to an 
actual production.  To this end, each student will be expected to complete a crew assignment 
as well as a realized project which will be used on stage in one of the various productions.    
 



TEXT AND MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
All equipment, text, materials and tools needed for this course 



Our backstage spaces can also contain hazardous materials or, in the case of the 



 
Office hours will take place for one hour preceding each class and following each lab.  

Both Sherry and Jason’s offices are in the first floor of Montgomery House.  If you need more 
than one hour, cannot meet at that time, or would like to speak to both instructors 
simultaneously please email us so that we may setup an appropriate time for you to meet and 
discuss your work.   
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