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Purpose	and	Goals	of	this	Course	
Logic	focuses	on	the	distinction	between	correct	and	incorrect	reasoning.	Correct	reasoning	yields	valid	
arguments.	What	makes	arguments	valid	is	their	form	(how	they	are	structured)	rather	than	their	
content	(what	they	are	about).	To	better	understand	the	formal	features	of	arguments,	logicians	work	
with	artificial	languages	(we	will	call	them	sentential	logic	and	quantificational	logic)	which	make	use	of	
symbols.	From	this,	we	get	the	name	‘symbolic	logic’.	
	
In	this	course,	you	will	learn	languages	of	symbolic	logic,	both	sentential	logic	and	quantificational	logic.	
You	will	learn	how	to	translate	sentences	from	English	into	their	symbolic	forms	and	examine	the	
conditions	which	would	make	them	true	or	false,	and	you	will	explore	the	relation	of	truth	conditions	to	
equivalence.	You	will	learn	how	methods	of	truth	tables	and	natural	deduction	to	prove	validity	and	
invalidity	in	arguments.	
		
The	concepts	of	symbolic	logic	also	hold	for	reasoning	in	English,	the	study	of	which	we	call	‘critical	
reasoning’.		You	will	learn	how	to	apply	them	to	real	life	arguments,	understand	their	limitations	and	



 
 

 

each	class.	Dates	for	assignments,	and	for	exams	and	quizzes,	may	be	changed	with	
notice	to	the	class.	

	
																													Before	each	class	meeting,	you	will	be	assigned	a	section	of	the	textbook,	including	the	

associated	problem	set,	as	homework,	unless	otherwise	noted,	and	I	expect	that	you	will	
have	worked	on	the	assigned	reading	and	problems	by	the	time	you	come	to	class.	We	
will	review	that	section,	including	some	of	the	problems	in	class,	so	be	prepared	to	
discuss	the	problems	and	raise	questions	in	class.	Make	sure	you	clear	up	what	you	find	
confusing	during	class	meetings,	or	during	office	hours.	Assignments	will	be	posted	on	
Moodle	before	each	class,	so	check	Moodle	regularly.																									

	
Fundamentals	



 
 

 

April	15:	EXAM	III	
			
	
	
Critical	Thinking	
April	19:	Evaluating	Arguments	


