


Weese 1

Mass incarceration refers to the “web of laws, rules, policies, and customs that control those

labeled criminals both in and out of prison” (Alexander 15). This web primarily ensnares minority groups,

particularly African American men, due to social biases within evᐢ̀
ithin
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that “showed virtually no shift in emphasis from that of [his] Republican predecessor,” George H.W. Bush

(Gorman 369). Clinton’s budget doubled the amount of drug-related spending on law enforcement when

compared to the amount spent on treatment and prevention, despite public anticipation of the opposite

(Gorman 369). The funding Bill Clinton allocated towards police allowed them to implement the harsh

drug laws that Bill Clinton and his predecessors had created. It also militarized police departments,

providing them with tactical gear and assault weapons, leading to public perception of an actual War on

Drugs. In summary, Bill Clinton made his mark on federal crime policy through his support for and

signing of what became one of the most consequential pieces of crime legislation, as well as his allocation

of funding for law enforcement rather than drug treatment.

While Bill Clinton’s contributions to mass incarceration and the War on Drugs are significant, it is

also essential to analyze the Democrat who laid the foundation for the War on Drugs, Lyndon B. Johnson.

Johnson’s most influential pieces of legislation created the Great Society and initiated what he referred to

as The War on Poverty (Hinton 2). These acts invested in urban renewal, aiming to make cities safer

through investing in programs that reduced poverty. Many heralded them as progressive movements,

while Southern Democrats and many conservatives felt the acts invested far too much in urban areas

(Hinton 53). Johnson claimed his antipoverty programs and Civil Rights laws would eliminate the root

causes of crime, eliminating the need for harsh crime legislation his colleagues championed on the other

side of the aisle (Alexander 58). However, whether intentionally or not, through his social welfare

legislation, “Johnson paradoxically paved the way for the anticrime policies of the Nixon and Ford

administrations to be turned against his own antipoverty programs” (Hinton 14). Johnson’s legislation

contributed to mass incarceration in a variety of ways. To begin with, it provided the foぅ鈀hd
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required employment initiatives, public schools, and grassroots organizations to partner with juvenile

courts, police departments, and correctional facilities in order to receive funding,” resulting in a vast

network of organizations and institutions working in conjunction to maintain social control (Hinton 14).

This network would later prove crucial in creating laws and institutions, such as the school-to-prison

pipeline and employment discrimination laws, that would contribute significantly to mass incarceration. A

final way Johnson’s War on Poverty translated into the War on Drugs was through the Crime Commission

he formed in 1965 (Hinton 80). This commission aimed to design an effective national law enforcement

program that could be passed through Congress. Ultimately, the commission recommended, among other

things, deadlier weapons
lie
translated
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